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Thanks

New Zealand has come to life in the classroom thanks to in-
terviews with Roisin.
So thank you Roisin for your presentations and for sharing
your travel experience, anecdotes and sharp point of view on
cultural differences.
Thank you to Lydia Mills, Roisin’s French teacher in New Zea-
land, who has been a valuable contribution to our lessons in
sharing useful websites and sending typical items from New
Zealand to the students. 
Thank you to Eric Gommé, head of Lycée Choiseul, for sup-
porting this project and helping edit and print it. 
Finally, my thanks go to the 23 students of 1ère ES-L who
have done their best in this project and have significantly im-
proved their communication and writing skills.
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Introduction

Spaces and Exchanges – a notion to study in the English curriculum; a li-
ving experience for a study abroad pupil and her classmates. 
This collaborative project has been inspired by the presence of Roisin
Scott Towers in a group of 1ère ES-L of  2014-15. Roisin is a student from
Geraldine - a town near Timaru - in the South Island of New Zealand and
she is studying in Lycée Choiseul in Tours for the school year. She has
given the 22 students of this class an incredible opportunity to communi-
cate and discover new places, new words and a different way of living.
For many students, the discovery started with locating New Zealand on a
world map. Why do New Zealanders speak English? To what extent is
New Zealand linked to Great Britain? In December 2014, New Zealand
was voted best country in the world by the British newspaper The Tele-
graph. What is there to see and do in New Zealand?  What makes it so
unique? Those are the questions we’ve raised in class and for which you
will find answers in this guide.
Writing project 
Each student chose a topic related to New Zealand. After some research
and exchanges with Roisin, each of them wrote a paper in class. Impro-
vements were later gradually made: correcting grammatical sentences,
expanding vocabulary and shifting ideas for a smoother reading.  
Ad project
When students were more familiar with New Zealand culture, they gathe-
red in groups and chose a typical product or event representing New Zea-
land. They designed and created an ad to promote it.
Both projects aim at having the reader want to go to New Zealand. So,
be ready to OOOOOh and AAAAAAh as you discover this awe-inspiring
country. Enjoy!

Stéphanie Fleurance, English teacher
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Why choose New Zealand ?

You want to find a perfect destination ? I have what you need ! 
New Zealand is a wonderful country. It’s a paradise for tourists : it offers an amazing
vegetation and breathtaking landscapes ! The activities are so varied and you will
be warmly welcomed. Indeed New Zealanders cherish their country and they are
eager to encourage people to know it and share the love of these outstanding and
unique islands with tourists. You can discover splendid places to shoot a film, dis-
cover the South Island also called Island of Jade. You can find thermal pools and a
lot of protected spaces. The weather is absolutly fabulous in the north and extreme
in the South Island. The gorgeous landscapes are very calm. In New Zealand, tou-
rists and inhabitants are close to nature. The north also offers the most beautiful
beaches, whereas the south Island has the greatest mountains. It’s a paradise for
fruit; there are a lot of cheap and fresh fruit. You  can discover magnificient natural
caves and lakes as lake Taupo, lake Rotorua in the  North.  You can go hiking,
rafting, paragliding, sailing and skiing.
This country is perfect for sightseeing and enjoying nature. As you turn the pages
of this guide, you will find more reasons to plan a trip to this dream country, also
called the Land of the Long White Cloud.

Julie Taillandier

9

Lake Rotorua Nerlson Lakes National Parks
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Basic Information: What You Need to Know Before You Go

First of all, bear in mind that New Zealand is made of two islands so it is surrounded
by the Tasman Sea and the Pacific Ocean. Moreover, in New Zealand seasons are
the opposite of the Northern hemisphere’s. For example spring is from September
to November, summer from December to February, autumn from March to May and
winter from June to August. In the North Island, the weather is really nice all year
long. In the South Island, the weather is colder and gets extreme in the winter, es-
pecially in the mountains.
Beware! You must cycle, drive and walk on the left side like in England because if
you rent a car, the stirring wheel will be on the right side. If you go to New Zealand
you will be in a plane for 26 hours and you will probably be jet lagged because there
is 12 hours of time difference with France. In New Zealand  the population isn’t
dense because there are only 4.3 million inhabitants and 1.4 million live in Auckland.
Interestingly enough, there are more sheep than humans (there are 40 million
sheep).
In France we use euros but if you go to New Zealand you must pay with New Zea-
land dollars, 1 NZ$ is worth 0,62 euro. You can use your credit card or withdraw
money in New Zealand from an ATM.
In New Zealand, the Customs service is very strict because the New Zealand ground
is relatively unpolluted so they don’t want the soil to be contaminated. Consequently,
you should make sure to clean your hiking boots or tent poles well before packing.
If not, Customs Services may delay you or keep your “dirty” belongings.
So don’t hesitate, move your bum and buy your plane ticket! Once you’re in the
country, you will find it awesome and wonderful.

Basile Fortier
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History

Like Abel Tasman in December 13th 1642, come discover the magnificent country
of New Zealand!
The Maori came to New Zealand from Polynesia around 800 on a "waka" (the waka
was a little Maori boat). They were hunters, fishermen, farmers and warriors. Their
lives were filled with rituals and group dances, such as the famous Haka, still per-
formed today by the national New Zealand rugby team, the All Blacks. People were
extensively tattooed.
The first European in New Zealand was Abel Tasman because he discovered this
island on December 13th 1642.
Around 1900, more explorers came to New Zealand to fish whales and seals. Later
they lived in New Zealand. European colonization started in 1840 when Queen Vic-
toria sent Captain William Hobson to annex the country. William Hobson negotiated
the treaty of Waitangi on February 6th 1840 with Maori chiefs and this is the founding
document of New Zealand as a nation. New Zealand became a British colony. If
Maori chiefs agreed to become a British colony, British soldiers provided protection
to New Zealand. After several sporadic wars against the British, the Maori lost much
of their land. However Maori population has managed to keep its cultural identity
until today.
In 2009 there were 652.900 Maori. More than one in eight of the 4.330.000 New
Zealanders is of Maori descent.
If you love this short story about the story of this country, come with your family or
your friends to discover this extraordinary island with a beautiful past.

Alexis Loyau
11
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Society and Economy

New Zealand is an autonomous state. There is a Prime Minister John Key and there
is no president but a Queen. Indeed, New Zealand is part of Commonwealth like
Australia and Canada so Elisabeth II represents the country.

Interestingly enough, New Zealand is the first country which gave women the right
to vote in 1893 and New Zealanders got the social security in 1938. New Zealand
is a multicultural country because there are a lot of ethnic groups, European repre-
sent 64.8% of the population 

The economy of this country lies on tourism and farming. New Zealand depends on
international exchanges with the USA, China, Japan and Australia. They import  tool
machines, cars and petrol and export  tool machines, fish, milk and heat. The unem-
ployment rate in New Zealand is 7.3% whereas in France it is 10.5%. 
New Zealand is the 64th economical power. So overall, the economic situation of
New Zealand is quite good.

Erwann Vaquet

New Zealand 5 dollars bill: Sir Edmund Hillary was an alpinist
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The Maori
The Maori is a population who has come from Polynesia to New Zealand.                                            
First they were 800 but now they are more than 650 000. They represent 14% of
New Zealand's population.

Tangata Whenua, the "wild population"

You can come and try to learn the "Te reo maori", the language of the Maori ! After
this lesson, instead of saying hello, you will say "kiaora"!
Art (like weaving or dancing) has always held an important place in the Maori culture.                        
Today, everybody knows the famous All Blacks' "Haka", a Maori war-dance.
But, the most important Maori art is the tattoo !
There are different tattoos for different tribes, with different meanings. You can decide
to have a tattoo with a typical Maori design, it will make an everlasting souvenir. For
the bravest, you can use the old traditional tattoo-tools : a rock which sinks in the
skin and pours the ink in !                                                                                                                                     
For the craziest, you can choose to have a “moko”, the moko is a tattoo covering
all the face of the chiefs of the tribe.

So, why don’t you try to meet the Maori in Rotorua, in the traditional village of Wha-
karewarewa ?

Nathan Chemin
13

NZ  23/04/2015  09:00  Page 13



14

Food and Drinks

It’s a kiwi Pavlova

It is quite difficult to think of traditional New Zealand food because it is very multi-
cultural. New Zealanders sell fresh fruit and vegetables of quality and which are not
expensive when bought in local shops. However there are a few typical foods in
New Zealand: lamb, marmite, kiwi fruit or pavlova and hockey pockey ice-cream.
You can taste Maori food, for example the “Hangi” which cooks for six hours if you
visit a traditional village. You can also sample different sorts of chocolates: Chocolate
Fish, Pieneappie Lumps, Timtams, and Original Chocolate Chunk Cookie.
New Zealanders are also wine lovers so you could taste the Merlot and Pinot noir.
However white wine is more represented.  Did you know that a New Zealander drink
150 L of beer /a year? So you can drink local beer: Seven, Speight, Jug, Lion Red,
DB and Tui. If you like coffee, you can sample a coffee served in a big cup with a
drawing on its froth. 
Today, food in New Zealand is mainly multicultural and cosmopolitan. You can find
lots of food from other countries: Thai, Italian, English or also French food.

Léo-Paul Jolas-Robin
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School

This picture represents the entrance of Geraldine High School with students wearing uniforms.

I chose to introduce you to New Zealand school because my friend, Roisin is a stu-
dent of Geraldine High school in the South Island. In New Zealand school starts in
February and finishes late November/ early December. In April, June, September
there are shorter breaks which last 2 weeks.
Classes start at 8:40 am and finish at 3 pm everyday, it's so cool. There are no
classes on Saturdays, you are free on the weekend. Students have about 50 minutes
for lunch break.
All students must wear a uniform, for example in Geraldine High School girls wear
a white shirt and black skirt, boys wear grey shorts with a black shirt for the summer.
But the winter uniforms and sport uniforms are a bit different. In this school students
are respectful and active to help different charity associations.
Students must study English and Maths but they can choose other subjects. In some
schools there is a Vertical Form, it is a class where students from different years
are mixed.
You could go to Geraldine High School to visit it, the school welcomes foreign stu-
dents. 
You could visit the website : http://www.geraldinehs.school.nz
So, school in New Zealand is different and sounds like a good experience for stu-
dents.

Manon Gautreau
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Sports
New Zealand is a country where you can do a lot of different sports. Sport is very
popular in New Zealand and New Zealanders get very competitive. 
As you may well know already, the most popular sport in New Zealand is rugby.
People live for rugby and their national team, the “All blacks”. But after this, the most
popular sport is netball which is inspired by basketball. In this game, a team is com-
posed of seven women players. The game lasts one hour.
Because New Zealand is composed of two main islands and surrounded by water
and because there are a lot of mountains, water sports and extreme sports are very
popular too. In the mountains, you can go mountain biking, rock climbing and do
more outdoor activities. At the seaside, you can ride a jet boat or a jet ski, go kaya-
king or canoeing, swim or snorkel. You can practice a lot of sports because New
Zealand gives you an amazing natural environment.
You love extreme sports? You can choose: paragliding, skiing, rafting… You want
to try a new sport or dare yourself to an extreme sport while enjoying breathtaking
landscapes? New Zealand is your perfect destination!

Dos Santos Miguel

17
A jet boat ride in New-Zealand
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Traditions
It’s  important for you to know about the days off in New Zealand if you plan to travel
during the following dates.

The first day off is on January 1st. This day is used to sleep and rest after the big
celebration of the new year. If you are in New Zealand at this time, you will be the
first in the world to change year.

On February 6th, it’s Waitangi Day, it’s the most famous historical day in New
Zealand. People commemorate the Treaty of Waitangi signed in 1840 between Maori
Tribes and the British.

On April 2nd it is Anzac Day. 
It’s a commemoration for Australia and
New Zealand’s Army Corps in Turkey
during the first World War in 1915. Peo-
ple wear poppies on that day. 

The photograph represents a soldier for Anzac Day

Most New Zealanders celebrate Easter by going on short trips or spending time
with family. Good Friday is the Friday before Easter Monday. It is a four-day weekend
in New Zealand. On Good Friday, most Christians remember crucifixion of Christ
and on Easter Monday, they celebrate the resurrection of Christ.

The most interesting day for is the Queen’s birthday on June 2nd. It’s the biggest
celebration in Queenstown. Indeed the Queen Elizabeth II is not only the queen of
the United Kingdom, she is also the head of the Commonwealth.

On October 27th it’s Labour Day: people don’t work.

Finally, on December 25th it’s Christmas Day. Strangely enough, New Zealanders
celebrate Christmas in their summer, New Zealanders eat together and open gifts.
On December 26th it’s Boxing Day, after Christmas.

Morgane Le Cadre

19
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Entertainment

The mountains in movie The Hobbit

It's the summer and you want to see the world and go to a festival? New Zealand is
the best country for you to go to! Are you a fan of the two world famous films The
Hobbit and Lord of the Rings? Then, New Zealand is a place for you. Indeed the
two movies were shot in New Zealand. In Lord of the Rings, the volcano Ngauruhoe
is situated in the South Island. You, young tourist, can follow the tracks of the hobbit
and become a hero of Middle Earth. New Zealand has some of the tallest mountains
in the world and a lot of places are untouched by human industry and seldom po-
pulated. It is a paradise for film-makers.

New Zealand is a dynamic cultural country with lot of museums mainly in Auckland
and Wellington. You might want to plan your trip according to one of the great fes-
tivals. In December there is a Christmas Lily Show in Auckland: it is a flower festival
and it is free. In Auckland, you can attend Christchurch Cup Day; it's a horse race,
it's a spectacular fashion day, there is food and music, it’s a lot of fun. Now you have
at least three good reasons for visiting New Zealand.

Vincent Albert
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Famous New Zealanders
I chose to introduce you to two famous New Zealanders : Katherine Mansfield, a
19th century writer and John Badcock, a contemporary artist.

Katherine Mansfield was born on 14th October in 1888
in Wellington but she studied in England. She became
famous thanks to her short stories and poems. She still
has many fans and is read around the world. She found
her inspiration in her life and in her native country. She
used her imagination and sensitivity.  She expressed her
interior life and feelings. Her most famous short story is
The Garden Party. Katherine Mansfield switched bet-
ween the imaginary world and true life to give original
poems to readers. Some famous poems are Loneliness
or Outside in the Garden. She died on January 1923 in
Great Britain.

John Badcock was born in 1952 in Queenstown in
New Zealand and now lives in Geraldine in the
South Island. He comes from a very artistic family.
He has become a famous artist thanks to the help
of his family and mainly thanks to his portraiture.
His art is described as expressionist and has been
compared to works by artists such as Otto Dix. He
is talented because his art is very original. You will
never see that anywhere else! You can see his
works of art in exhibitions.

These two New Zealanders artists have contributed to change New Zealand be-
cause their art has had an impact on people's minds. In New Zealand, culture and
art is widespread and New Zealanders love that.

Lola Martinez

21

Photograph of Katherine Mansfield

This painting represents John Badcock
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The Kiwi bird
The kiwi is the national symbol of New Zealand. New Zealanders absolutely love
their national bird and they call themselves "Kiwis".

Have you ever seen a kiwi ?

The kiwi bird measures 55cm for 2-3 pounds. The bird has wings but it can't fly. It
has beautiful feathers and a long nose. So, the kiwi has a good sense of smell but
its eyesight is poor. The kiwi hides during the day but it comes out at night to eat. It
eats grubs or insects. 
The bird lives with its mate for 30 years. The female is larger than the male and the
female lays the biggest eggs in the world. Kiwis are threatened to disappear because
they can't fly so they can easily be attacked by cats, possums or dogs.

The picture represents a kiwi with its eggs

You can see kiwis at Rainbow Springs Nature Park in Rotorua. There are 350 kiwis
in the world and those birds only live in New Zealand so take advantage of this
unique opportunity to come to Rainbow Springs Nature Park in Rotorua to discover
the national bird.

Marie Metayer
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The North Island: The Northland
If you are planning a trip to New Zealand, you should go to the Northland, it's a won-
derful place.
The people who live here call this region the "Far North" or the "winterless north".
The area is bordered by the Pacific Ocean and the Tasman Sea. It represents more
than 80% of the peninsula of Northland; the south of the peninsula is in the Auckland
region.
If you like swimming and animals, you could try to go swimming among dolphins.
The beaches are absolutely magnificent so you can just relax and enjoy sunbathing.
If you want to learn about the Maori, it's the best place to come to, because it's really
rich in history : you can go to Waitangi and learn more about the creation of  New
Zealand as a state.
You can also take a cruise on a catamaran on the Pacific Ocean, it's a great activity
because you can sail in the heart of the Bay of Islands, you can also stop on a island
for swimming. kayaking or snorkeling. Or you can go to Kauri Waipu, it's a great
museum which is about trees in New Zealand or you can visit the Kawiti Caves. You
cannot go to the Northland without stopping at Rainbow Falls, you can't see that
everywhere. This region is so unique. It's the most wonderful place in the world! So
just pack your swimming suit and come to the Northland !

Marjorie Mahoudeau

23

Beach of Northland : view from mount Manaia at Whangarei Heads
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The North Island: Auckland
View of Auckland and the Sky Tower (the highest tower in the Southern hemisphere).

I chose to introduce you to the city of Auckland. Auckland is an old city: the first peo-
ple who lived here were the Maori and later Europeans arrived. Today Auckland is
a cosmopolitan city where mostly Asians, Europeans, Maori and Polynesians live
together. Auckland is the Polynesian's capital city of the world. This city is situated
on volcanic hills just next to the sea. Auckland is located next to more islands in the
Tasman Sea. There is a big harbor activity. Auckland is nicknamed "the city of the
sails". It has the most boat per person in the world. This is the liveliest city in New
Zealand because it is the shopping center of the country! There are also many cul-
tural institutions and sportive activities. 

NZ  23/04/2015  09:00  Page 24



25

In this city you can practically do everything! There are
many restaurants and many bars where you could go
with your friends! Isn't this paradise? What’s more the
weather is really nice. You can fulfill your dream of swim-
ming with friendly dolphins just next to the bay. This ac-
tivity is magical with all necessary security to have a good
time! You can also have an instructive visit in the city! In
an open bus, where you can discover the monuments
and if you want to stop and  spend some free time, it is
possible. It's a cheap way to sightsee, so why not? 
Auckland is really the perfect city for holidays in New
Zealand during December or February. You will have fun
that's for sure! So enjoy!

Vanille Bouchaud
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The North Island: Bay of Plenty & Coromandel Peninsula

I will introduce you to the Bay of Plenty and the Coromandel Peninsula which is a
much-loved holiday destination. In the Bay of Plenty you can see the most magni-
ficent surf beaches with a sparkling turquoise water. With a nice weather, the Bay
of Plenty is one of the largest fruit-growing areas in the country. Kiwi fruit, citrus and
avocados are grown here.

The Coromandel Peninsula is both rugged and relaxed. There are dozens of excel-
lent beaches. You can surf, fish or swim. The native forest is easily accessible. The
Peninsula is also of historical interest with fine Victorian buildings and relics of the
gold-mining and kauri-logging days.

At 252 meters high, you can find Mt Maunganui. There is a coastal walk around the
base of the mountain so you can climb to the summit.

One of New Zealand's most active volcanoes is white Island (Wakaori) where you
will have the rare opportunity to walk into the crater of an active volcano, you will 
need gas masks. 

This really is an impressive and wonderful region to explore.                                                                                                                                 
Rayane Karim

The beach of the Bay of Plenty
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The North Island : Rotorua

Have you ever wanted to see an awesome place ? A place
where everything is different from what you know from your
daily life ? Of course you do ! And, to be honest, I also want
to…
I searched for you the best place to spend your holidays : New
Zealand. But not just any place in New Zealand. I’m talking
about Rotorua. Rotorua, the most famous, wonderful, breath-
taking place in New Zealand to my mind !
Let me explain : Rotorua’s in the North Island. It is a cultural
center, but the most interesting is that it has an incredible geo-
thermical activity. And by geothermical activity, I don’t just
mean some little things there and there. No : I mean huge gey-
sers, steam coming out from nowhere, a peculiar and specific
sulphur smell, mud pools to make your skin shine, steams
vents, hot springs so that you’ll be perfectly relaxed ! There’re
lot of natural thermal hotspot, like Kuiran Park, Hell’s Gate, or
Wai-O-Tapau…
I know, you’re now dreaming of going there, but hey! Wake up
guys, it’s not finished yet !
Because, yeah, it’s good and all to spend your time in hot
water, but that’s not it ! Do you know about the Maori ? They
were the first inhabitants of New Zealand before the British.
Their culture is different from ours and you can easily go and
visit one of their villages ! It is very interesting, because you
can look at them carving, dancing and singing ! 
And finally, if you have some time left, you can also ride a gon-
dola up Mont Ngongotaha, then go to the café or the restau-
rant before calmly going back down…
Hope this gave you the urge to go there !

Romane Salinas
The bubbling Champagne Pool at Waiotapu
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The North Island: Wellington and New Plymouth

Mount Taranaki

I will introduce you to the gorgeous Taranaki region in the north island and two cities
worth the trip: New Plymouth and Wellington.
Taranaki is located in the south-west of the north island. It is based around mount
Taranaki -a volcano - which is on the Egmont National Park. Mount Taranaki is a
symbol of the region and many fortified sites and museums may be visited. These
activities preserve the Maori's history who settled in Taranaki before the arrival of
Europeans. You can "tramp" in Taranaki, that is hike in New Zealand. 
New Plymouth is the main city in the region. It is an eclectic mix of diverse cultures,
contemporary style but also has a traditional friendliness. You can visit botanical
gardens like Pukekura Park, one of the most important parks in New Zealand, Tu-
pare Gardens and the Egmont National Park of course! Came walk along the Tas-
man Sea and you will have a great view on the mount Taranaki! You know, there
are also ravishing local beaches like East End, Oakura, Ngamoto. So you can prac-
tice water sports: surfing and water skiing are lots of fun! You can also ski or snow-
board in the winter.
Wellington is the capital city of New Zealand. It was chosen due to its central location
between the north island and the south island. It's a cosy city where you can visit
art galleries, go shopping or go to the zoo. There is a variety of activities available!
Wellington is the political center of New Zealand: the name of its parliament is the
Beehive.
To conclude, the South west of New Zealand is multicultural and diverse. It offers
both stunning landscapes and outdoor activities as well as urban and cultural acti-
vities.

Amélia Vasseur
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A National Park in the North Island

The Mangapurura landing bridge

I chose to present you Wanganui National Park. This park is located in the center
of the North Island next to a town called Taumarunui. Wanganui National Park is
next to Tasman Sea. The heart of Wanganui Park was established in 1986. It's a
magnificent park which was used for the Maori tribe. So Maori culture is an important
part of the Wanganui Park. The Wanganui River (145 km long)  runs in the park so
if, you feel like it you can rent a canoe or kayak. You can go on a river journey for
3-4 days to follow the story of the Maori tribe in the biggest forest. You can cross
Mangapurura landing bridge on the Wanganui River. This passage on the landing
bridge over the river is an extraordinary moment because the forest looks like a jun-
gle in the Amazon except for the climate. Why not choose one of these many acti-
vities? There are tramping tracks, cycling paths, rafting, jet boating and more ... The
weather is better in December, January and February because it is the summertime.
The temperature will then be around 22°C. So, plan to come in summer.

Andréa Badaire
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The South Island : Marlborough
Marlborough is the Northern region in the South Island of New Zealand. In the sum-
mer the temperature is about 23°C and in the winter 13°C, so it's comfortable !
There is a town called Havelock which is the center of local aquaculture industry.
The Marlborough Sounds are extraordinary, they are the prettiest waterways you'll
ever see. You can visit Queen Charlotte Sound, Pelorus Sound, Kenepuru Sound
and Mahau Sound. And you must sail, view the marine life, go on a water taxi or
fish.
If you want to discover amazing things you can rent a kayak and swim among dol-
phins. You could also go "tramping", that is hiking in New Zealand, go horse riding
or mountain biking in Mt Richmond Forest Park. In the town called Picton, you should
go on a nature-watching tour because Marlborough Sounds is said to be "wild and
majestic" !
In the Marlborough region you can see the largest lakes and I think the most spec-
tacular landscapes ! You could visit the islands of Motuara, Long, Blumine and All-
ports.
What's more, it's the biggest wine region in New Zealand, there are delicious wines
like Chardonnay or Pinot Noir. Tasting sessions for visitors are organized.
As you can see, you have a lot of different kinds of activities and this region offers
wonders ! Believe me Marlborough is very impressive, you'll need several days to
enjoy it all ! 

Héloïse Martin

31
This picture is a view of Malborough Sounds
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The South Island: Canterbury & the West Coast
There are a lot of things for everyone to enjoy in the South Island of New Zealand.
You will be surprised by the beauty of Canterbury and the West Coast. 

Let me show you how
perfect this destination
is. 
Canterbury is on the
East Coast, beginning in
Canterbury's plains, to
the South of the Alps and
Christchurch.

The landscape is wonderful, and there are a lot of lakes and mountains so you can
climb or swim. It's very pretty, and I think you will enjoy the Canterbury's broad re-
gion. The West Coast is opposite Canterbury and begins from Kahurangi at the
North to Awarua at the South. Three cities are more important : Westport, Greymouth
and Hokitik. It's quite rainy and windy. However, if you like extreme sensations, Sky-
drive Franz is the place to go to : you can jump from an airplane with a professional
! You can choose the height. You can jump at 12.000 feet high if you prefer to start
low, up to 19.500 feet high if you're in for adrenalin and want to try to reach the best
record of Skydrive. If you prefer something more relaxing, you can go to Seal Swim
Kaikoura in Canterbury to swim with wild animals and be accompanied by a profes-
sional guide who will help you discover this wonderful place. There are a lot of things
to see or do in the South Island. The activities you will choose will contribute to make
your journey the most incredible experience you will ever have.

Anaïs Royens

The West Coast
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The South Island: a Weekend in Queenstown
View of Queenstown and its lake

You're young you need sensations, you need a thrilling experience! No problem:
you can have fun with water sports , you can go skiing as fast as you can and finally
you can do bungee jumping. Face your fears and let yourself fall into your night-
mares! The are also many nights clubs and cool pubs in Queenstown so you're
gonna meet new friends!
You want a relaxing vacation ?  You're bored of your routines ? Do you need a re-
laxing break? Yes, everybody needs it ! Really who would say no to a city which is
next to Lake Wakatipu, one of the most wonderful places of New Zealand?  It is sur-
rounded by many high mountains so there are stunning landscapes. Who would
say no to a thermal therapy with wine tasting and healthy food? You can't resist to
hot springs, mud pools and massages!
So get of your sofa and come discover all the activities the city and the lake can
offer you! Beware: you are probably never want to leave this place so warn your fa-
mily!

Clotaire Crucheron

NZ  23/04/2015  09:01  Page 34



35

A National Park in the South Island

I have chosen to present the Fiordland National Park in the South Island because
it's an amazing park.
It was established a natural park in 1952. It is huge and contains mountains, lakes
and rainforest. The national park is administered by the department of conservation
because the variety of habitats in Fiordland supports a diverse range of flora and
fauna. Human activity within Fiordland has been limited. Indeed some plants and
animals have evolved to be completely unique to this race.
For example you can find rare species like the Takahé, which is a flightless bird in-
digenous to New Zealand. It was thought to be extinct until 4 birds were rediscovered
in the Murchison mountains in the South Island in 1948.
In conclusion, if you dream of discovering a forest with unique and rare birds, come
to Fiordland to see the penguin of kiedland, the magnificent landscape, fiords, moun-
tains and famous kakapo, Takahé and Nestor Motobilis.

Elodie Durand

Photo of the national park Fiordland

NZ  23/04/2015  09:01  Page 35



New Zealand Travel Guide For Students
Kia ora and welcome to the 'New Zealand Travel Guide For Students'.  In this guide
we will talk about some of the great aspects of New Zealand, like its beauty, as well
as explain all the things one would need to know when travelling there, such as sea-
sons and weather, school, sports, customs and money. We will show you the places
you should definitely visit and all the things you should do in both the South Island
and the North Island. 
You can learn all about the Maori culture and traditions; the history of  New Zealand
while getting your adrenaline fix white-water rafting in the heart of the south or while
skiing on the slopes in Queenstown.
This guide is your one-stop-shop for all you need to know about travelling to New
Zealand as a student.

Roisin Scott-Towers
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